
CITY OF ALLEGAN 

Historic District Commission 
Allegan City Hall 

231 Trowbridge Street, Allegan, MI 49010 
Monday, May 3, 2021 7:00pm 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order

2. Attendance

3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – April 5, 2021

4. Public Comment

5. Applications

5A.1 – 123 Delano Street

5A.2 – 434 Monroe Street

6. Staff Approval

6A.2 – 502 Trowbridge Street

7. Other Business

7A.1 – Visual Survey of Historic Properties

8. Staff/Commission Comments

9. Adjournment



HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Allegan City Hall 

231 Trowbridge Street 
Allegan MI 49010 

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 

1. Call to Order by Eddie Quinones-Walker at 5:30 pm.

2. Attendance

Present: Rachel McKenzie, Katelynn James, Alan Sopko, and Eddie Quinones-Walker 
Absent: Mike Morton and two vacant positions.  

Staff: Joel Dye, City Manager 
Lori Castello, Zoning Administrator 

3. Approval for Meeting Minutes from March 1, 2021

McKenzie offered a motion with support from Sopko to approve the meeting minutes from March
1, 2021. Motion Passes 4-0.

4. Public Comment: None. 

5. Applications

5.1 - 113 Walnut Street
The applicant is requesting to restore/repair porch columns and railings as well as a roof.
Sopko offered a motion with support from James to approve the application based on interior
standards 3,4,5,6,9, and 12.  Motion Passes 4-0

5.2 – 334 Marshall Street
The applicant is requesting to replace all of the windows on their home with vinyl windows.
Quinones-Walker offered a motion with support from McKenzie to approve the application based
on interior standards 2,3,6, and 10.  Motion Passes 4-0

5.3 – 315 River Street
The applicant is requesting to replace their asphalt shingle roof with a metal shingle roof.
Quinones-Walker offered a motion with support from McKenzie to approve the application based
on interior standards 4,6, and 10.  Motion Passes 4-0

6. Staff Approvals

Zoning Administrator Castello noted of staff approvals of none.

7. Other Business



The Commission reviewed the comments from the opinion survey.  During the review of the 
survey, the Commission spent much time discussing the need to review each home in the various 
Historic Districts to determine their historic value.  To that end, staff mentioned they have recent 
photos of each home and the Commission would be able to set aside time during each commission 
meeting to review each home and determine its level of historic significance.  The Commission 
then mentioned it would be helpful to have someone from the Historic Society join them on this 
endeavor and Commissioner James mentioned she will reach to the Society to see if they have 
someone who can attend the next few meetings of the Commission to assist in this process.   

X. Staff/Commission Comment
None.

XI. Adjournment

McKenzie offered a motion with support from James to adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: 
Joel Dye, City Manager 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: City of Allegan Historic District Commission 

FROM: Lori Castello, Historic District Preservation Coordinator 

DATE:  April 29, 2021 

RE: 123 Delano- Window Replacement 

The Historic District Commission is scheduled to hear a request from Frank and Michele Holes to replace 
windows on their home.  

Property Information 

This property is located 123 Delano, and is located within the Pritchard’s Outlook Historic District. 

Information provided by Applicant 

The applicant has completed the application to the Historic District Commission. Included are photos of the 

home and windows, which appear to have been replaced at different times throughout the history of the home.  

Historic District Handbook Design Guidelines for Windows 

A. Original/Replacement: Windows serve both the exterior and interior of a building and as such,

windows are always an important part of the historic character of a building. In most buildings,

windows comprise a considerable amount of the historic fabric of the building and deserve special

consideration.

1. The historically important design of the windows, such as the casing, sash, muntins,

sills, etc. should be maintained. Applicant is proposing vinyl windows for the

replacement windows.

2. If the window needs to be replaced, it should be replaced using the same sash, pane

configuration, size, and material as the original. The applicant proposes to install

double hung with gridwork to match each existing window.

3. If it is not economically feasible to replace using like material then a compatible

substitute material may be considered. Applicant is proposing vinyl as a substitute

material for the exterior finish due to the excessive cost of replacing with wood.

4. Windows that do not match the originals are generally not approved. Applicant states

appearance will match the door and indoor trim that appear to be original to the

home.
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5. The size of a window opening should not be altered. An original opening should not be 

closed in to accommodate a smaller window. Window sizes as proposed match 

original- no alteration of the rough openings is proposed. 

6. The positions of windows on facades facing the street should not be changed and new 

window openings should not be added. No alterations of positions is proposed. 

7. Restoring window openings that have been altered over time is encouraged. No 

alterations are proposed. 

B. Storm Windows: Not proposed. 

Sec. 13-57. - Preservation standards. 

The standards (Department of Interior Regulations, 36 CFR 67), pertain to historic bui ldings of all 
materials, construction types, sizes and occupancy and encompass the exterior related landscape 
features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new 
construction. The standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, 
taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility. 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal 
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: Home has been and will continue to be used as a residential dwelling. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:The proposed windows will be vinyl to replace wooden windows that are likely not 
original to the home. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that 
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features of 
architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:The proposed windows will be of a different material but same size, scale, and 
configuration as has been in the home.  

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their 
own right shall be retained and preserved. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: It is likely these windows are not original to the home however they are not unique nor 
do they appear to be of any historic significance. 

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property [that] shall be preserved. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: The existing windows appear to not be original nor any example of particular 
craftsmanship.  

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in 
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design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:The windows do not appear for the most part to be original,it appears that an addition 
to the house was built sometime after the original structure, which could be when the existing 
windows were replaced but that is only conjecture.

7. Chemical and physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials
shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using
the gentlest means possible.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:n/a

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons: n/a_

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and
shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic
integrity of the property and its environment.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons: The existing windows do not appear to be original or characterize the property. The
replacements will be within the existing rough openings and will therefore be compatible with
massing and scale.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:n/a

11. Every reasonable attempt shall be made to preserve structures in a manner which requires
minimal alteration to original building design.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons: The applicant has submitted quotes and does not feel that the extra $8000 in materials
is a reasonable attempt due to cost differences.

12. Construction or modification work shall not, except where necessary for purposes of safety or
efficiency, nullify the distinguishing qualities of the property and its environment. The removal or
alteration of architectural features of special historical significance shall be held to a minimum.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons: See comments for item 11.

13. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever possible.
Repaired or replaced features shall duplicate original features.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons: the proposed replacement windows duplicate the appearance however alternative
materials are proposed at a significant cost savings to the applicant.
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14. New development, including exterior remodeling, shall: 
a. Respect the architectural and structural integrity of the historic district or site in 

which work is undertaken through sympathetic use of style, material and color; 
b. Respect the appearance of the streetscape as a whole by harmonizing the design 

and appearance of the facades of individual structures within the overall design 
and appearance of the streetscape. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:This standard is met with respect to all items herein except for the proposed alternative 
material. 

15. Unpainted aluminum and exposed concrete masonry, other than masonry foundations, which are 
not characteristic of historic districts and sites identified in this chapter are prohibited. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:n/a 

16. The replacement of lost architectural features with the original feature or features similar to the 
original shall be strongly encouraged. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:n/a 

17. The height, bulk and character of new structures shall be visually compatible with adjacent 
structures, as defined by the city zoning ordinance. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:n/a 

Surrounding Area: 

The home lies on the southeast corner of Delano and Pine within the Pritchards Overlook District.  It is 

surrounded by residential homes.   

Conclusion:  Based on the application submitted, the HDC may choose to approve or suggest alternative work 

if it finds the application does not meet historic district guidelines. Above are my comments as to determining 

whether state and local standards are met with this proposal. As always, I recommend that the HDC review the 

standards to collectively determine whether the proposed alterations are appropriate as requested. 

I hope the information provided is helpful to you as you consider this alteration request. If you have any 

questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me and I will assist in any way that I am able. You may 

reach me by phone at either (616) 877-2000 Ext. 213 or 1-800-628-3335 or email at lcastello@pcimi.com. 

 

Thank you for your time.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Lori Castello 

Zoning Administrator/HDC Preservation Coordinator 

 

 

 

mailto:lcastello@pcimi.com
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City of Allegan Historic District Commission 

Findings of Fact 

All decisions by all bodies of government both elected and appointed are recommended to 
include findings of fact within their decision making process. The following standards are 
prescribed by the City of Allegan Historic District Ordinance, Article 13 of the City of Allegan 
Code of Ordinances. Please consider each standard as a group and include these findings 
within the minutes for each application. 

PROJECT ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________

PROJECT TITLE: _________________________________________________
Sec. 13-57. - Preservation standards. 

The standards (Department of Interior Regulations, 36 CFR 67), pertain to historic buildings of all
materials, construction types, sizes and occupancy and encompass the exterior related landscape
features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new
construction. The standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner,
taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility.

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features of
architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their
own right shall be retained and preserved.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a property [that] shall be preserved.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

7. Chemical and physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials
shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using
the gentlest means possible.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and
shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic
integrity of the property and its environment.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

11. Every reasonable attempt shall be made to preserve structures in a manner which requires
minimal alteration to original building design.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

12. Construction or modification work shall not, except where necessary for purposes of safety or
efficiency, nullify the distinguishing qualities of the property and its environment. The removal or
alteration of architectural features of special historical significance shall be held to a minimum.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

13. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever possible.
Repaired or replaced features shall duplicate original features.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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14. New development, including exterior remodeling, shall:
c. Respect the architectural and structural integrity of the historic district or site in

which work is undertaken through sympathetic use of style, material and color;
d. Respect the appearance of the streetscape as a whole by harmonizing the design

and appearance of the facades of individual structures within the overall design
and appearance of the streetscape.

The proposed project _____ complies _____ does not comply.

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

15. Unpainted aluminum and exposed concrete masonry, other than masonry foundations, which are
not characteristic of historic districts and sites identified in this chapter are prohibited.
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

16. The replacement of lost architectural features with the original feature or features similar to the
original shall be strongly encouraged.

The proposed project _____ complies _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

17. The height, bulk and character of new structures shall be visually compatible with adjacent
structures, as defined by the city zoning ordinance.

The proposed project _____ complies _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: City of Allegan Historic District Commission 

FROM: Lori Castello, Zoning Administrator/HDC Preservation Coordinator 

DATE:  April 29, 2021 

RE: Application- 434 Monroe- Siding Replacement 

The Historic District Commission is scheduled to hear a request from Isaiah and Allison Halstead to reside their 

home at 434 Monroe. 

Property Information:  The subject property is located at 434 Monroe and is located within the Pritchard’s 

Overlook Historic District.  The home is currently clad in aluminum siding, and has been so for many (but an 

undetermined number) of years.  

Information provided by Applicant:  The applicant has completed the application to the Historic District 

Commission. Included are photos of the home’s exterior. Also included is a photo of the proposed materials the 

applicant intends to use if approved. Samples of these materials will be brought to the HDC meeting for your in-

person review. The provided to and received from the applicant showing the home’s current condition is black 

and white, so I have also included color photos that might provide a better representation from aerial photos and 

a photo inventory from the City taken in September of 2020. 

Surrounding Area:  The home lies on the north side of Monroe near to the intersection of Pine Street, within 

the Pritchard’s Overlook District.  It is surrounded by residential homes. 

HDC Guidelines for siding: Wood is by far the most common material used to clad the exteriors of historic 

houses in the City of Allegan. Most homes use a horizontally applied lap siding.  

B. Substitute siding:

1. Generally the application of substitute siding, such as vinyl, on an existing structure with wood siding

will be discouraged if the existing siding is in good condition or easily repaired. The home has been

covered in aluminum siding for many years; it is in poor condition and obsolete.

2. If the proposed substitute siding will substantially alter the character of the historic building or if the

proposed substitute siding will damage or obscure the architectural features and trim of the building,

replacement will be discouraged. The proposed siding will replace the non-historically significant

aluminum siding.

3. If substitute siding is desired, the applicant must provide sufficient information to prove that the

applicant of the substitute siding will not have a harmful effect on the historic integrity of the structure

and will not detract from the surrounding neighborhood. The proposed alteration will improve

aesthetics by removing the aluminum siding which is not original and in disrepair.

4. If a substitute siding is approved, the new siding must match as closely as possible the width and

depth of the existing siding.  The existing wood siding dimensions are unknown as they are hidden
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beneath the existing aluminum siding. A review of the samples in person will provide better insight as to 

dimensions of the proposed materials. 

5. The siding cannot have a fake wood grain pattern. The proposed materials appear to have a grained 

pattern to them, most ostensibly the shake style siding proposed for the upper story. 

6. Original decorative features and details cannot be removed or covered by the substitute siding. The 

substitute material cannot cover corner boards, windows, and door frames that are original to the 

house. Original features are currently obscured; it is difficult to determine if any character lies beneath 

the current siding. 

Sec. 13-57. - Preservation standards. 

The standards (Department of Interior Regulations, 36 CFR 67), pertain to historic buildings of all 

materials, construction types, sizes and occupancy and encompass the exterior related landscape features and 

the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new construction. The standards 

are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic 

and technical feasibility. 

 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal 

change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_The house has been and will continue to be used as a residential dwelling unit. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials 

or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_The project proposes the removal of aluminum siding, and re-covering with vinyl siding. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that create 

a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features of architectural elements 

from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: The proposed project combines different textures and styles that are not common to houses 

typically constructed in this time period; while some of the shake style can be found, vertical siding is 

not a commonly found feature within historic homes.  

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own 

right shall be retained and preserved. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_While the aluminum siding has been on the home for many years it is doubtful that it has 

acquired its own historical significance. Re-siding the house in vinyl would continue to protect the 

original wood so it would continue being sheltered from weather in the event a future property owner 

would like to restore it.  

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 

characterize a property [that] shall be preserved. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_It is difficult to know what the original features and finishes are with the aluminum 

covering the original siding; recovering will continue to preserve any features but will also continue 

concealing them from view.__ 
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6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in 

design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of 

missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: Again, it is difficult to ascertain what, if any distinctive features exist.  The proposed siding does 

not match the aluminum siding; it is likely it also does not match the original by the use of mixed 

materials and board-and-batten siding. 

7. Chemical and physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall 

not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest 

means possible. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:The removal of the existing siding will likely leave holes in the wood siding; and additional 

holes will be created by attaching the new siding.  Without knowing the condition of the concealed 

wood siding it is difficult to determine whether it is already so deteriorated that it is beyond repair or 

if the addition of the new siding will cause harm. 

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such 

resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_n/a 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 

compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of 

the property and its environment. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:n/a 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if 

removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment 

would be unimpaired. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:n/a 

11. Every reasonable attempt shall be made to preserve structures in a manner which requires minimal 

alteration to original building design. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:The alteration from old aluminum siding to new vinyl siding is a minimal alteration in the 

sense that the original wood, in whatever condition, will continue to be preserved underneath, with 

the exception that new holes will be created to attach the new siding. 

12. Construction or modification work shall not, except where necessary for purposes of safety or 

efficiency, nullify the distinguishing qualities of the property and its environment. The removal or 

alteration of architectural features of special historical significance shall be held to a minimum. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_It is difficult to know what distinguishing qualities might be concealed beneath the existing 

aluminum siding. 
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13. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever possible. Repaired 

or replaced features shall duplicate original features. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: Again this is difficult to ascertain as the condition of the wood siding is unknown. 

14. New development, including exterior remodeling, shall: 

a. Respect the architectural and structural integrity of the historic district or site in 

which work is undertaken through sympathetic use of style, material and color; 

b. Respect the appearance of the streetscape as a whole by harmonizing the design and 

appearance of the facades of individual structures within the overall design and 

appearance of the streetscape. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:n/a 

15. Unpainted aluminum and exposed concrete masonry, other than masonry foundations, which are not 

characteristic of historic districts and sites identified in this chapter are prohibited. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:n/a 

16. The replacement of lost architectural features with the original feature or features similar to the 

original shall be strongly encouraged. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:n/a 

1. The height, bulk and character of new structures shall be visually compatible with adjacent 

structures, as defined by the city zoning ordinance. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: n/a 

Conclusion:  Based on the application submitted, the HDC may choose to approve or suggest alternative work 

if it finds the application does not meet historic district guidelines and the Standards for Approval. I have noted 

my observations relating to both the guidelines and these standards above. Attached to this memo is a blank 

Findings of Fact that I encourage you to review both individually and as a group to determine how the HDC will 

vote on this proposal. I hope the information provided is helpful to you as you consider this alteration request. If 

you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me and I will assist in any way that I am 

able. You may reach me by phone at either (616) 877-2000 Ext. 213 or email at lcastello@pcimi.com. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Lori Castello 

Zoning Administrator/HDC Preservation Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lcastello@pcimi.com
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Aerial Photo of 434 Monroe: 

 
 

Aerial/side view of home: 
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Street view: 
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City of Allegan Historic District Commission 

Findings of Fact 

All decisions by all bodies of government both elected and appointed are recommended to 
include findings of fact within their decision making process. The following standards are 
prescribed by the City of Allegan Historic District Ordinance, Article 13 of the City of Allegan 
Code of Ordinances. Please consider each standard as a group and include these findings 
within the minutes for each application. 
 
PROJECT ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ 
 
PROJECT TITLE: _________________________________________________ 
Sec. 13-57. - Preservation standards. 

The standards (Department of Interior Regulations, 36 CFR 67), pertain to historic buildings of all 
materials, construction types, sizes and occupancy and encompass the exterior related landscape 
features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new 
construction. The standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, 
taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility. 

 
1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal 

change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that 

create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features of 
architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in 
their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 
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Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property [that] shall be preserved. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in 
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of 
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Chemical and physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If 
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and 
shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the 
historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
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10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner 
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Every reasonable attempt shall be made to preserve structures in a manner which requires 
minimal alteration to original building design. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Construction or modification work shall not, except where necessary for purposes of safety or 
efficiency, nullify the distinguishing qualities of the property and its environment. The removal or 
alteration of architectural features of special historical significance shall be held to a minimum. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever possible. 
Repaired or replaced features shall duplicate original features. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

14. New development, including exterior remodeling, shall: 
c. Respect the architectural and structural integrity of the historic district or site in 

which work is undertaken through sympathetic use of style, material and color; 
d. Respect the appearance of the streetscape as a whole by harmonizing the design 

and appearance of the facades of individual structures within the overall design 
and appearance of the streetscape. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Unpainted aluminum and exposed concrete masonry, other than masonry foundations, which 
are not characteristic of historic districts and sites identified in this chapter are prohibited. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 
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Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

16. The replacement of lost architectural features with the original feature or features similar to the 
original shall be strongly encouraged. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

17. The height, bulk and character of new structures shall be visually compatible with adjacent 
structures, as defined by the city zoning ordinance. 

The proposed project _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
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